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Artist’s Panels  -  Ultralight LDF W/ Acrylic Primer  

 

We take 3/8” thick pieces our great new substrate Ultralight LDF and coat it with our “toothy” acrylic primer.  This 

combination  makes for a very stable, inexpensive Panel that you can cover with your favorite canvas.  Some of our 

customers  paint directly on it.  We also offer this Primed Only surface in a “Box Style” shown in the  3rd  image on 

left. 

This Panel is available in both “Standard Sizes” (see our website raphaelstoday.com and click on the Artists page to 

see current list) and “Custom Sizes” up to a maximum of approximately 48” X 96”. 

Above: A Canvas-Covered  

Artistôs Panel  Below:  A 

Canvas-Wrapped  Panel. 

Artist’s Panels  -  Canvas-Covered and Canvas -Wrapped 

 

The Canvas-Covered Artist’s Panel shown in the first image on left has the canvas adhered to its top and trimmed off 

along the edge—making it our most economical  covered Panel.. 

A Canvas-Wrapped Artist’s Panel has the canvas wrapped down the side of the panel and under the bottom edge.  

We call this type of wrapping “float wrapping” because it lets you put a Float Frame around the finished canvas 

without having to worry about exposed sides.    On both Panels we prime all surfaces with our Acrylic Primer before 

adhering the canvas with Miracle Muck TM .  The Primer and Muck form an effective and durable barrier to protect 

Artist’s Panels  -  The Canvas-Wrapped Box Panel 

  

Our Canvas-Wrapped Box Panel (see image to left) is a fun variation on the “Gallery Wrap” look that can either stand 

alone without a Frame or look even more impressive  with one of our three styles of Float Frames (shown on next 

page) . The default style of the “Box Panel” includes the slightly rounded edges shown in the image  to the left but  

they are  also available  with “squared edges”. 

Box Panels are also offered without fabric and can be customized to different heights.  See also the information on 

“Lifters and Spacers”  for additional ways to adjust the “height” of your Canvas Panels. 
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Our One-Piece “Raw” 

Basswood Float Frame  

Simple,  Easy,  and ready 

to ship w/in 24 Hours  

Our profile measures 1-3/4 X 1-5/16” and can 

be turned so that it can either have a height 

of 1-3/4” and base of 1-5/16” or vice versa. 

We  sell this basic Float Frame in 20 ft 

bundles of lengths between  5 ft and 9 ft. 

Its also available cut to any size and joined.   

Below:  The fresh look of our Basswood 

Float Frame with a Float-Wrapped Linen 

Liner  

The basic BASSWOOD FLOAT FRAME with 

The Next Step Up in 

Float Frames .  .  .the 

“Faux” Float 

Imagine if you had just the upright portion 

of a Float Frame and had a way of 

connecting this to you art.  This is the 

concept behind our Faux Float.  In the 

image above you are looking at the 

bottom of a Faux Float Profile.  This 

Moulding is available up to 3-1/2” tall,  in 4 

different Hardwood Species, in 20 ft 

bundles  or it can be ordered Cut to Size 

and Joined.   We offer sets that include 

some “standard size” canvas –wrapped 

Box Panels with Faux Float Frames and 

Backboards or you can order these 

components individually in custom sizes.   

FAUX FLOAT FRAMES like the one above 

are essentially just the upright portion of a 

Float.  Insert the Backing Board that comes 

with the frame into the channel at the base 

of the upright  and insert your Box Panel  

 

Installing the Faux Float Frame around one of 

our Box Panels is easy.  First you center the 

Panel on top of the Backing Board with the black 

side of the board facing upward.  Then place the 

Faux Float Frame down over  the canvas so that 

the Backing Board fits into the channel at the 

base of the frame.  If you are happy with the 

alignment, then lift the frame off  and draw 

small lines along the edges where your canvas 

sits against the backing board.   Turn the Box 

Panel over and remove the paper from the 

bottom of the Panel to expose the adhesive 

strips.  Place Box Panel back onto Board  within 

lines drawn previously and press down to bond.   

Put line of Miracle Muck in channel  of Faux Float 

then place frame back on to Backing Board.  

Leave weighted for about 1 hr and you will have 

a framed Canvas.   See next  page for info on 

using Faux Floats around flat Panels.  
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Above:  The six species available  as Custom 

Float Frames.   Individual  pictures  follow 

on page 6. 

and Joined, or in 5-8 ft lengths with a 20 ft 

minimum length order.   

The method by which our Hardwood Float 

Frames are created stems from our desire 

to reduce the sort of waste we have seen 

in producing  Float Frames out of a single 

piece of wood.  Our two-piece approach 

utilizes stock that is far more plentiful with 

virtually no waste.   Our method  happens 

to also result in a lower cost for these 

Frames but most people don’t hold that 

against us.   

Lt Mahogany Float with Black Primed     

Interior Walls  

Made-to-Order Custom –

Sized Hardwood Float 

Frames 

Our business has always been about 

helping our customers to create a more 

unique framing presentation.  When we 

looked at what was being offered in the 

way of Float Frames we saw the same 

handful of items over and over and even 

worse we saw these items being used in 

the same limited variety of ways.  Our two-

part Hardwood Float Frames allow you to 

specify a height  that meets your needs—

up to 3-2/2” in most cases, gives you a 

choice of three base widths (1-1/2”, 1-3/4” 

or 2”) and choose among six species of 

wood.   These Frames are offered either 

Shown above:  The  basic design and key 

dimensions of our Customizable Hardwood 

Float Frame.   You specify the height of the 

upright section and chose one of three base 

widths (1-1/2ò, 1-3/4ò, or 2ò)  The thickness 

of the upright and base are fixed  

Options and Packages 

Available with our 

Customizable Float 

Frames 

 

Here are some of the ways you can 

customize your Float Frame even more: 

Add a Flat Black Primer to the interior 

walls of the frame 

Add a riser up to a size of 3/4 X 3/4”to the 

inside of your Floater 

Line interior walls of frame with deep 

black fabric or other suede fabric as accent 

Choose Complete Artist’s Package that 

includes Canvas-Wrapped Panel or Box 

Panel and Cut and Joined Faux Float  or 

Custom Float Frame. 

When you already have a canvas, choose a 

combination  of a Custom Float Frame and 

Float-Wrapped Liner as shown  at the 
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Float Frame Species  -   Basswood 

 

A long -time favorite of ours for its clean casual look as a Raw Frame, our select grade stock 

also dresses up nicely with a little extra sanding and a coat of clear lacquer.  Note:  the lacquer 

coating does slightly darken the Basswood stock.   

Our Basswood stock allows us to produce either Custom Float or Faux Float Frames as tall as   

3-1/2”.  We also offer a 1-1/8” and 2” tall version in several standard sizes. If this species has a 

down side it would  be its durability.  It is considerably softer than  Maple and so is better 

suited for situations where it will be seen but not  so much  handled.  

Float Frame Species  -   Maple 

 

Our Maple stock has a slightly pinker tone than our Basswood and as can be seen in the image 

to the left, it also tends to have swirls of caramel color running throughout giving it a less 

uniform appearance than Basswood.   The high density of Maple does makes it heavier and 

more durable than Basswood .  It is available Raw or with a coat of clear lacquer. 

2” is the tallest Custom or Faux Float Frame we can produce in Maple.  We offer  1-1/8” and 2” 

tall Float Frames in standard  sizes such as 8 X 8, 12 X 12, 12 X 16, 16 X 20    

Float Frame Species  -   Canarywood 

  

Probably our most colorful wood and one that is equally appealing Raw or with a Clear 

Lacquer finish.  It is a very hard and durable species that some people will mistake for Koa.  

Rarely a solid color throughout it tends to include a blend of butterscotch, caramel and 

honey tones with touches of yellows and reds mixed in.   

We can make Custom Floats and Faux Floats up to 3-1/2” in height in this species.  We also 

stock some standard size Canarywood Float Frames in a 1-1/8” version that works well in 

combination with one of our Float Wrapped French Bevel or Flat Liner profiles. 
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Float  Frame Species    

 European Beech 

 

Probably our most consistent Hardwood  in 

terms of its appearance, this is a very fine 

grained species that is very durable and 

take a finish well.  The tones in this species 

seem to be especially well-suited for use 

with ‘woodsy” or “nautical themed” art. 

We can create Faux or Custom Float 

Frames in sizes up to 3-1/2” tall, offer this 

species Raw or with a Clear Lacquer Finish, 

and sell it  Cut- to-Size and Joined or in 

Length with a 20 ft minimum length order. 

We stock a 1-1/8” tall Float Frame in a 

variety of standard sizes that can be 

shipped within 24 hours. Custom-Sized 

Float Frames are created only as they are 

ordered so please allow 5-6 days of 

production time when placing your order. 

Float Frame Species                                      

 Light Mahogany 

 

If you have ever worked with Mahogany 

you will recall that it can vary widely in its 

appearance.  It is a fairly ‘soft’ 

hardwoodwith a noticeable grain.  We 

include Lt. Mahogany in our selection 

because  in its Raw form with a Black 

Primed interior it makes an excellent 

backdrop for many Southwestern Art 

images.  We have several customers who 

add a slight distressing to their frames of 

this species that gives it a sort of rustic 

appeal. We do not offer this species with a 

finish because we have not found this adds 

anything but cost.   

Lt. Mahogany is available in Custom Float 

Frames up to 2-1/2” tall but is not available 

in Faux Floats.   

Float Frame Species    

   Peruvian Walnut  

 

This  species morphs from a dusty cocoa 

color to a deep rich brown with a hint of red 

with the application of several coats of 

Danish oil .  Its more open-grained surface 

requires quite a bit more sanding and 

additional  time to finish properly so add an 

extra day or two when ordering this species 

finished.  It is also available distressed rather 

than finished.   

Peruvian Walnut Faux and Custom Float 

Frames are available  up to 3-1/2” tall Raw, 

Finished or Distressed, in Cut-to-Size and 

Joined or Length form.  Lengths are 5-8 ft 

and there is a 20 ft minimum length order. 

Additional images and information about 

our Hardwood Float Frames can be found 

on our website   raphaelstoday.com . 
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Options and Additional 

Features Available  

 

In addition to giving you a choice of three 

different styles of Artist’s Panels and three 

different styles of Float Frames to choose 

from,  and offering both types of product in 

standard sizes or custom sizes, Raphael’s 

also offers a number of optional 

enhancements many  of our customers find 

useful. 

Artist’s Panel Upgrades   

The canvas used on our standard Artists 

Panel is a 7 oz. primed cotton.  We also 

offer all our Panels covered with a  7 oz 

pure Linen Artist’s Canvas.  Normally there 

would be a 20% surcharge for the Linen but 

we are offering an Introductory Special on 

the Linen Canvas for just 10% more. 

 

Artist’s Panel and Float Frame 

complete packages    

We are also offering a a couple of Special 

Packages that include Fabric-Wrapped 

Artist’s Panels and a Cut and Joined Basic 

Basswood Float Frame or Faux Float Frame 

like the ones shown in the next column.   

You can request  Pricing for our Specials 

and All of our Artist’s Panels and Float 

F r a m e s   e i t h e r  v i a  e - m a i l :  

 

 

 

Lifters and Spacers 

allow you to put any 

depth canvas into any 

depth Float Frame  

 

We carry a whole range of primed and 

unprimed  Spacers and Lifters that can be 

used to provide space between an image 

and a wall or that can easily raise a canvas 

within a Float Frame.  We offer these 

products either with a convenient peal-and

-stick adhesive applied to the top and 

bottom of the stick or you can always use 

your bottle of Miracle Muck to adhere 

them.  We also offer 6” joined corner 

pieces with the same peal-and-stick 

adhesive applied that can be placed under 

Black Priming of Interior 

Surfaces of the Float Frame 

and an additional option 

unique to Raphael’s  

Many customers like to have the interior of their 

Float Frames primed black to emphasize the space 

between the art and the frame.  This is available 

for just $0.50 more per foot.  We can also  line the 

inside walls with a number of our suede fabrics  to 

provide just a hint of color around your image.  An 

example of this is shown below without the art so 

you can see how it looks.  When used with an 

image it is a very subtle and absolutely unique 
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A few modest 

enhancements that will 

take your float frames 

to a whole new level .  .  .  

 

The Float-wrapped liner  

 

While we’re very fond of the simple clean 

appearance of the basic Float Frame,  we  

think that customers also appreciate when 

you can offer them a new look.   In the 

image to the right we’ve added one of our 

Float-Wrapped Liners covered in our 

Natural Linen #421.  The term “Float-

Wrapped” refers to the fact that we wrap 

the fabric  around the outer edge of the 

Liner and under the bottom so that it will 

never fray.  This allows it to be used in a 

situation where the Liner’s outer edge can 

be seen.    The  additional space and depth 

provided by the Liner in this situation gives 

the art a somewhat more formal  setting 

without getting extravagant.   

In case you haven’t worked with one of our 

new Ultralight LDF Liners yet you’ll be glad 

to know that even the widest profiles now 

can be cut and joined more cleanly and 

reliably than ever before.  The images to 

the right both include wide profiles that 

have been cut and joined— do your wide 

liners go together this nicely?    

 

 

 

Fabric-Covered Spacers 

and the relationship 

between  originality 

and Customer Loyalty  

 

We all want to have things that are ours 

alone.  Some will have the ability to 

purchase art work that is original, others 

will be very happy to own a nice limited 

edition print.  Even the most common 

images can be greatly enhanced by the 

right sort of framing.  The difference 

between offering “framing” and providing 

true “custom framing” can be as simple as 

including some of the custom accents we 

have shown over the past few pages.  

These custom touches don’t require that 

much extra effort or cost but they can 

make a huge difference to your customers 

because they make the final product 

unique.  By personalizing the Framing you 

offer your customers in this way you 

create a level of satisfaction that your 

clients will share with their friends and a 

sort of loyalty that is virtually immune to 

the appeal of the “50% off” coupon.    

The space between the Art and the Frame 

may not be all that large but it is full of 

potential benefits for you and your clients.   

Let Raphael’s help you to make the most 

of this opportunity.      

. 


